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Abstract
In this contribution we will focus on the way in which, according to Foucault, both
colonialism and decolonization can not be dissociated from the importance that modern
Europe has given to "The idea of man" and its fundamental vocation to universalisation.
We will thus highlight how, from this angle, the anthropological structure of modern
philosophical discourse that has unfolded since the 19th century is for Foucault the sign
of a European culture in the process of changing geopolitical scale and erasing of all
limits (both geopolitical and cultural) that until then was attributed to it. The aim is to
analyze how the Foucaldian conception of colonization and decolonization, which
conveyed the universalization of European culture based on the idea of man, finally
succeeded in imposing it as a sort of historical and geopolitical a priori in which we are
today still wrapped in, as if on its basis any other non-western or extra-European
cultural specificity can be defined or define itself, or even as the historical and
geopolitical condition of who we are and what we can know about ourselves through a
diagnosis of our global present.

Author identification
Orazio Irrera. Maître de conférences in Philosophy at Université Paris 8 VincennesSaint-Denis and member of the Laboratoire d’études et de recherches sur les logiques
contemporaines de la philosophie (LLCP, EA 4008). He is also programme director at the
Collège international de philosophie, a member of the Centre Michel Foucault and codirector of the journal "materiali foucaultiani". He co-edited the collective works Foucault
e le genealogie del dir-vero (Cronopio, 2014); Foucault and the Making of Subjects
(Rowman and Littlefield, 2016); La pensée politique de Foucault (Kimé, 2017). He is
currently engaged in projects of unpublished texts by Michel Foucault, including his
Cours et manuscrits de Tunis (1966-68) for Seuil / Gallimard ("Hautes Études") and a
volume gathering texts, most of which unpublished, on crime, confinement and justice
(1972-80) for Vrin (coll., "Philosophie du présent"). His research also focuses on
postcolonial and decolonial studies and on theories of ideology

